
the call of the people for a spokesman. When the protest began, my mind, con- 
sciously or unconsciously, was driven back to the Sermon on the Mount, with its 
sublime teachings on love, and the Gandhian .method of nonviolent resistance. 
As the days unfolded, I came to see the power of nonviolence more and more. 
Living through the actual experience of the protest, nonviolence became more 
than a method to which I gave intellectual assent; it became a commitment to a 
way of life. Many of the things that I had not cleared up intellectually concerning 
nonviolence were now solved in the sphere of practical action.I5 

2 Sept 
1958 

PD. Fellowship 24 ( 1  September 1958): 4-9. 

15. In chapter six of Stride Toward Freedom, King continued with a discussion of the philosophy 
of nonviolence, highlighting six basic facts of nonviolent resistance and emphasizing the centrality of 
love to the struggle for justice. Similar discussions figured prominently in many of King’s speeches 
about the Montgomery movement. 

To Earl Mazo 

2 September 1958 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

While preparing a biography of Nixon, Mazo wrote King on 5 August 1958 asking 
for his thoughts on the vice president.’ King concludes his generally positive reply 
with a cautionary remark: “If Richard Nixon is not sincere, he is the most dangerous 
man in America.” Mazo thanked King on 6 September, and in his book described 
King as a person who once “strongly qi+osed” Nixon, but came to see him as 

“a superb diplomat.”2 

Mr. Earl Mazo 
New York Herald Tribune 
Washington Bureau 
National Press Building 
Washington 4, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Mazo: 

I am in receipt of your letter of recent date, requesting some of my personal 
views on Vice-president Richard Nixon. I am happy to know that you are writing 
this biography and I am sure that it will serve a real purpose. 

1.  Earl Mazo (1919-), born in Warsaw, Poland, earned his B.A. (1940) from Clemson College 
(now University). Mazo worked as a writer and editor for several newspapers before becoming a po- 
litical correspondent for the New York Herald Tribune (1949-1963) and the New York Times (1963- 

2 .  Mazo, Richard Nixon: A Political and Personal Portrait (New York Harper & Brothers, 1959), 
1965). 
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I cannot profess to know Mr. Nixon as intimately as many other persons, but I 
have had a few personal dealings with him. Since these personal encounters have 
been relatively few, I am not sure whether my appraisal can be the best. However, 
I will gladly give you my thinking. 

First, I must admit that I was strongly opposed to Vice-president Nixon before 
meeting him personally. I went to him with an initial bias. I remembered his 
statements against Helen Gahegen Douglas and also the fact that he voted with 
the Right Wing of the Republican Party.3 These were almost unforgivable sins for 
me at that time. After meeting the Vice-president, however, I must admit that my 
impression somewhat changed. I have frankly come to feel that the position and 
the world contacts of the Vice-president have matured his person and judge- 
ment. Whether he can have experienced a complete conversion, I cannot say. But 
I do believe that he has grown a great deal and has changed many of his former 
opinions. 

Since I am quite interested in civil rights, I might sayjust a word concerning his 
views at this point. I am coming to believe that Nixon is absolutely sincere about 
his views on this issue. His travels have revealed to him how the race problem is 
hurt ingherica in international relations and it is altogether possible that he has 
no basic racial prejudice. Nixon happens to be a Quaker and there are very few 
Quakers who are prejudice from a racial point of view. I also feel that Nixon 
would have done much more to meet the present crisis in race relations than 
President Eisenhower has done. It is my humble opinion that much of the ten- 
sion in the South and many of the reverses that we are now facing could have 
been avoided if President Eisenhower had taken a strong positive stand on the 
question of civil rights and the Supreme Court’s Decision as soon as it was ren- 
dered in 1954. His popular appeal could have made it possible for him to speak 
to the conscious of this nation on this pressing moral issue. Nixon, I believe, 
would have done that. 

I have found Nixon to be a very personable man. He has one of the most mag- 
netic personalities that I have ever confronted. Certainly, his personality will carry 
him a long, long way politically. Of course there is a danger in such a personality, 
and that is that it will be turned on merely for political expedience when at bot- 
tom the real man has insincere motives. I hope this is not the case with Nixon. He 
has a genius for winning people. I watched him in Africa. He is a superb diplo- 
mat. He knows what to say, when to say, and where to say. A reporter friend of 
mine who travelled on the Nixon plane to Africa, said to me that when they left 
the States, ninety-eight per cent of the reporters were opposed to N i ~ o n . ~  When 
they returned, ninety-nine per cent were wildly enthusiastic about Nixon. He had 
won almost every man and left them with a new appreciation of his ability and 
judgement. 

Finally, I would say that Nixon has a genius for convincing one that he is sin- 
cere. When you are close to Nixon he almost disarms you with his apparent sin- 
cerity. You never get the impression that he is the same man who campaigned in 

3. Actress and liberal Democratic state representative Helen Gahagan Douglas lost to Nixon in a 

4. King probably refers to either Claude or Etta Moten Barnett, who traveled as part of the vice 
bitter 1950 California Senate race after he used redbaiting tactics to undermine her campaign. 

president’s official delegation to Ghana in March 1957. 
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California a few years ago, and who made a tear jerking speech on television in 
the 1952 campaign to save himself from an obvious m i ~ d e e d . ~  And so I would 
conclude by saying that if Richard Nixon is not sincere, he is the most dangerous 
man in America. 

I hope you much success in this venture. I will look forward to this work with 
great anticipation. 

Very sincerely yours, 
Martin L. King, Jr. 

MLJCmlb 

z Sept 
1958 

TLc. MLW-MBU: Box 28. 

5. King refers to the nationally televised speech Nixon made on 23 September 1952 during his 
vice-presidential campaign in response to reports that his salary was supplemented by southern Cali- 
fornia businessmen. Nixon told an audience of fifty-eight million that none of the money went di- 
rectly to him, but rather to the political campaign. Nixon acknowledged receiving a black and white 
cocker spaniel that his daughter named Checkers, but insisted that “regardless of what they say about 
it, we’re going to keep it” (“Text of Senator Nixon’s Broadcast Explaining Supplementary Expense 
Fund,” New York Times, 24 September 1952). Telegrams supporting Nixon flooded Republican Party 
offices following the speech, but in some circles it came to be viewed as insincere. 

To Gardner C. Taylor 

2 September 1958 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

King seeks Taylor’s support for the Youth March forrntegrated Schools, a demonstration 
in washington, D. C., which King describes as an “appeal to the nation for thepeaceful 
and forthright integration of public schools. ’’I In  a 6 September telegram Taylor, who 
had hosted King for a 1956 MIA benejit, pledged his continuing support: W o  public 
position [is] as important to me as our struggle. I am with you. ” 

Dr. Gardner Taylor, Minister 
Concord Baptist Church 
833 Marcy Avenue 
Brooklyn 16, New York 

Dear Dr. Taylor: 

I am very sorry that business in connection with the publication of my book on 
Montgomery, made it impossible for me to see you during my visit to New York 
last week. 

1 .  King sent an identical request for support to 0. Clay Maxwell on the same date; see also “Ad- 
dress at Youth March for Integrated Schools in Washington, D.C., Delivered by Coretta Scott King,” 
25 October 1958, pp. 514-515 in thisvolume. 
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